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Onan Artand Design based course, students need to be well
organised, highly motivated, proactive, already very interested in
the medium and keen to explore further its history to date and the

meaning of photography in the digital age.

SEE WHAT'S NEXT

Thisisasubject that necessitates asignificant
investment of non-contact time in working on the
preparatory books that forman essential part of
courseassessment.

Subjectintroduction

Whether defined in terms of beinganart orascience,
photography is both aform of communicationanda
means of expression. The design of the course offers
students opportunities to respond personally,
individually and individualistically to their own
experience, environmentand culture. Aswell as
developing students’ observational powers, the
course also offers opportunities for expression,
imagination and creativity.

Year 1study outline

Students will be required to respond individualistically
and imaginatively to set briefs, exploring landscape,
portraiture, montage, depth and dimension etc. In
acquiringand developing some of the skills necessary
to produce thought-provoking images, studentsare
encouraged to experiment with arange of methods
and approaches. Photography’s digitisation means
now that much more of the work is computer-based,
but graphic and mixed-mediaapproaches
characterise much of the work produced by students
todate.

Assessmentalso occurs by way of a five-hour timed
testinresponse toaset brief.

Year 2study outline

Students will build upon what they have learned in
order to develop further the criticalawareness and
technological skills required pursuing a particular
style or approach to image making. Students will be
required to respond intelligently and stylistically to set
briefs exploringideas or themes concerning gender,
the relationship between image and text, narrative,
technology or mixed media.

Assessmentalso occurs by way of a fifteen-hour
timed testin response toaset brief.



Costsand essential equipment
Prospective students need to ensure
that they have fullaccess to adigital
camerawith fullmanualand creative
controlsin order to learn fundamentally
essential concepts regardingaperture
and shutter-speed. A ‘single-lens reflex’
camerawould be ideal.

Asaminimum expectation cameras
should meet the following:

*  Shutterspeedrange: 11000
sec-30secs

*  Filmspeedrange (150):100 -
3200

*  Resolution:5MP -12MP

*  Zoom capability:at least 3x
optical

Recommended brands include Canon,
Nikonand Fuji. More detailed
information and advice concerning
camerasisavailable from the Media
Department.

Furthermore,in orderto developa
substantial portfolio of photography,
some additional costs will be incurred
when printing, mountingand presenting
work. Onaverage, this has beenin the
region of £100. However, we would
regard thisasanimportantinvestment
to facilitate higher study or employment.

Some support for the production of

courseworkand assignments may be
available for studentsin cases of
financial hardship.

Subject combinations &careers
The course providesan excellent
introduction to the mostimportant
aspects of photography and its various
career opportunities. Many students
have progressed on to prestigious
photography and multi-mediadegree
coursesinrecentyears,and some of the
most dedicated and enterprising have
gained employmentin the creative and
mediaindustries.

Methods of assessment

AS Unit1: Coursework Portfolio (50% of
AS Level)

AS Unit 2: AS Externally Set Assignment
(50% of AS Level)

A2 Unit 3: Personal Investigation (25% of
Alevel)

A2 Unit 4: A2 Externally Set Assignment
(25% of A Level)
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The information given in this guide is believed
to be accurate at the time of publication, but
this does not preclude changes being made
at a later date. Contact the College for details
of the latest developments.
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